
July 5, 2016 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

The meeting was called to order with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All the Commissioners were present. 

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the agenda.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor. 

Commissioner Hall suggested a change to the minutes of the June 16th meeting.  The change was made 

and a motion to approve the minutes of the June 16, 2016 meeting was made by Commissioner 

Bommersbach.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Information received from Walter Kuckes regarding the law library was discussed.  Will give this 

information to James Brue, Attorney, and Tammy Kappes, Deputy Auditor-Treasurer, to look over and 

discuss further at the next meeting.   

Garry Johanson, ESO, and Dan Bennett, Knife River Materials, were in to discuss a Conditional Use 

Permit for Knife River Materials to open and operate an aggregate mining operation, aggregate washing 

plant operation of a hot mix asphalt plant for a three (3) year period on a parcel of land in Flom 

Township owned by Darin Erickson.  After discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to 

approve Conditional Use Permit #5042 for Knife River Materials.  Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Garry also reported on a Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) Compliance Evaluation that was 

completed at the Norman County Demolition Landfill on June 22, 2016.  Garry reported that no 

requirements were found to be non-compliant at the time of inspection.   

Robert Baden representing the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) was in to discuss proposed State 

Land Acquisition of 116 acres in Section 26 of Flom Township for water, forestry, wildlife and natural 

plant community conservation purposes.  After discussion, Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to 

approve County Resolution 07-05-2016-1 for the Acquisition of State Land.  Commissioner Hall seconded 

the motion and on roll call vote, all voted in favor and this was passed unanimously.   

Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, and Bob Ramstad, Supervisor of County Infrastructure, were 

in to present the Road & Bridge agenda.   Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to award the 

construction project for SP 054-070-003 et al to Knife River Materials in the amount of $2,186,520.82.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Swenson also requested Construction Contract Authorization for SAP-054-634-016, SAP-054-635-

003, SAP-054-642-003 and SAP 054-663-001 to Knife River Materials.  Commissioner Hall made a motion 

to approve the Construction Contract Authorization; Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

Bob Ramstad updated the board on the progress of repairs on the main shop.  The roof has been 

repaired, although they are waiting on end caps.  Discussion was held regarding the overhead door 

replacement.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to authorize moving forward on the quote for door 

replacement.   Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn distributed some statistics on the Agassiz Trail usage on the eastern side of the county they had 

gathered by installing traffic counters.  She also noted that the Mudslingers OHV Club were replacing 

decking on some of the bridges of the trail.  There was some discussion on developing a west side trail.   

Ms. Swenson also discussed the County web site and the GIS mapping available through the website link 

and the number of hits on the home page and also the GIS link, reporting a total of 9500 hits on the 

home page from May 1st to July 1st.   

Jeremy Thornton, Sheriff, was in to discuss employee ID badges and let the commissioners know that he 

could assist in preparing these for all county employees if this was something they wanted to require.  

After answering questions and further discussion it was decided that Human Resources should assist 

with creating a policy regarding employee badges and this would be discussed in further detail at the 

next Dept Head meeting.   

While Sheriff Thornton was at the meeting the board asked for further information regarding the status 

of the jail.  Jeremy informed the board that Sarah Johnson of the Dept of Corrections was to come 

Wednesday, July 6th to work with him.  Commissioner Bommersbach suggested that he and 



Commissioner Jacobson sit in on this meeting as well, seeing that they serve on the Tri-County 

Corrections Committee.   

James Brue, County Attorney, was in to discuss legal matters.  James presented the board with a 

resolution in Support of Legislation to Change the Norman County Auditor-Treasurer and Recorder from 

Elected Positions to Appointed Positions.  After discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion 

for the adoption of County Resolution 07-05-2016-2.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and 

upon roll call vote Commissioners Hall, Gunderson, Redland, Bommersbach and Jacobson all voted in 

favor, there were no votes against.   

Donna Hanson presented information from Ohnstad Twichell, Attorneys, regarding a 1998 Deferred 

Loan Repayment Agreement and Mortgage Rehabilitation Loan Program document.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to sign the Satisfaction that was prepared by Ohnstad 

Twichell.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

James also informed the county board that the civil proceedings against the county have been dismissed 

in full.   

There was some discussion regarding having a phone installed in the board room.  Consensus at this 

time was that it was not needed.   

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, was in to request a motion be made to remove Richard Munter from the 

signatory on deposits and investments effective July 18th and to add Donna Hanson to the signatory 

effective on July 18th as well.  Motion was made by Commissioner Bommersbach to allow the changes at 

the county’s banking institutions.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to pay the following bills: 

 Revenue 72,431.99 Road & Bridge 324,184.38 Public Health 610.38 

 County Homes   1,012.68 Total             398,239.43 

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 

Chairman Jacobson adjourned the meeting at 11:25 a.m. 

 

              

Steve Jacobson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Deputy Auditor/Treasurer 


